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A Theory of Guidance for the Formation of a Democratic Group at School:
Focusing on decision-making in a group of children

Kumiko TABUCHI

Summary:

At schools in Japan, it is considered desirable that a group of children is democratic. Actually, however, it is
hard to say that teachers think seriously about the quality of a group of children. For instance, teachers tell
children that a method of democratic decision-making is majority rule, which, however, does not show the
meaning of being perfectly right and democratic. Thus, this paper discussed how teachers should guide
children in their decision-making in their group, and demonstrated the following: 1) In order to respect
decision-making in a group of children, it is necessary to ensure children’s autonomy, not pseudo-autonomy,
by such means as having them participate in school management. 2) In view of problems with majority rule,
teachers must guide children so that they can think independently of the best interests of their group. 3)
Majority rule must be introduced after children form a consensus concerning the method of voting. 4)
Teachers must guide children, placing importance on children’s learning of democracy through their

experiences, and aiming to lead the school to improve as a public domain.
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