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Study of childcare for children with special needs in postwar Japan
~with a focus on 1945-1962~

KIM Minjeong

Abstract

After defeat in World War II, Japan carried out economic reform as a key for the recovery of the population
which had fallen into the depths of poverty. Learning from the lesson of the war, laws to provide education
and protection for children with special needs were enacted under laws such as the Constitution of Japan, the
Fundamentals of Education Act, School Education Act and Child Welfare Act.

However, between 1945 and 1962 there was inadequate provision for education or childcare for children
with special needs. Therefore, Fukushima Rinpokan nursery school accepted Keiko, a hearing-impaired girl,
and started integration as a local nursery school with no legal provision for special needs. Fukushima
Rinpokan nursery school's practice shows that in order for able-bodied children and children with special
needs to grow together as friends, not only "being together" but also knowing each other and building a
relationship of mutual recognition as a friend is important. Also, in order to put this into practice, nursery
school teachers need to intentionally organize children's play and lifestyle.
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