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Storytelling and children
— nurturing children’s vocabulary and imagination —

Keiko KAMIDE

Abstract
This paper discusses Storytelling, “Storytelling” meaning listening to stories told orally, without using
visual aids such as picture books, picture-card shows and so on. Although Storytelling started with “Koen-
douwa” (oral public storytelling) in the Meiji era in Japan, it has tended to decline as modern children are
surrounded by various media, and it has become normal to receive stories through various audio-visual
educational materials. However, Storytelling centering on the spoken language is important to nurture
children’s fertile imagination and vocabulary, as it supports semiotic knowledge, emphasizing the meaningful

language, and making the multi-faceted nature of language clear.
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