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A Study on Quality Improvement of Special Needs Education in Kindergarten
~Through ""Cooperative Education’ at Wako Kindergarten in Tokyo during the
Establishment of Childcare for Children with Special Needs~

KIM  Minjeong

Abstract

With the implementation of compulsory education in schools for the handicapped in 1979, the right to
education for all handicapped children was systematically guaranteed, and the need for comprehensive care,
including medical checkups, medical education, and childcare from infancy began to be recognized. In
addition, with the International Year of Disabled Persons in 1981, the legal system related to children with
handicapped was developed, and the volume of integrated care provided in nursery schools and kindergartens
increased and developed. However, compared to nursery schools, kindergartens have relied on the judgment
and efforts of each childcare facility without a legal system to support integrated childcare.

Since the 1980s, the concept of normalization has been spreading, which emphasizes the importance of
human dignity and rights, and guarantees a normal life and life in a non-discriminatory and equal manner.
Particularly, in addition to the universal rights of children, the additional guarantee of the “right to special
care" for those handicapped was considered to be essential for the unification of normalization and
developmental security.

The "joint education™ at Wako Kindergarten has been implemented through the efforts of individual
caregivers without any institutional guarantees, but the school as a whole has organized the basic ideas,
compiled the specific methods, and put them into practice. Rather than a formal integration of children with
and without handicapped, they have organized the basic ideas regarding the education of children with
handicapped, so that both children with and without handicapped can be seen and interact with each other as
human beings without distinction. They have created specific educational content and methods based on a
scientific understanding of handicapped. In addition, they have been promoting "joint education™ in flexible
cooperation with various related organizations in the community, while supporting and cooperating with
parents who have concerns.
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