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Determining the Editorial Stage of the Shoku-Nihongi When the “Haitei-Sokuizenki”
Was Completed: Evidence from the Calendrical Systems Used

Hiroshi HOSOI

Abstract

The dates of affairs concerning the investiture of Ohi-oh 00 O O O or later Emperor Junnin
0 0O O O O Oto be crown prince are described in the Haitei-Sokuizenkl 0 OO0 OO0 0O
section of the Shoku-Nihongi 0 O O O O [ vol IO I However, they are different from the
dates of the articles about the same affairs in another part of Shoku-Nihongi O vol IO The
KanshiO 0 O 11 or Chinese Ten Heavenly Stems and Twelve Zodiac Signs, belonging to
these dates of “Haitei-Sokuizenki” do not match the calendar made with the GihorekiCl O O
0 O calendrical systemd Chinese name* Linde-li0 0 O O [ O which was used during the
erawhen these affairs took place, but match the one made with the Daienrekidd O 0 O O sys-
tenfi) Chinese namé Dayan-IiJ O O O [0 Owhich was used later in Japan. On the other hand,
most dates of articles about Emperor Junnin’sreign, called” HaiteikiDd O O O ' O which is
also part of the Shoku-Nihongdl vol 4TI match the Gihoreki system. These indicate that
the “Haitei-Sokuizenki” was completed after the “Haiteiki” had been compiled. This paper
aims to infer in which editorial stage of Shoku-Nihongi the “Haitei-Sokuizenki” was com-
pleted and concludes that this was at the stage of the so-called* Kokushi 14 volumesO [0 O
OO00@i.e. 794A.D. Anditisalso surmised that the Antoku20volumeSl D O OO0 O OO
which is pre-revised version of the “Kokushi 14 volumes’, was amost completed as a na-

tional history book.
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