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3 "Open your ears; for which of you will stop / The vent of hearing when loud Rumour
speaks? / I from the orient to the drooping west, / Making the wind my post-horse, still
unfold / The acts commencéd on this ball of earth. / Upon my tongues continual slanders ride,
/ The which in every language I pronounce, / Stuffing the ears of men with false reports."
(Induction. 1-8) Henry IV, Part 2 75 D5 &d XTWeis fiin The Oxford Shakespeareil & 5,
+ "The posts come tiring on, / And not a man of them brings other news / Than they have
learnt of me. From Rumor's tongues / They bring smooth comforts false, worse than true
wrongs." (Induction. 37-40)
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6 "But Thomas, my dear lord, my life, my Gloucester, / One vial full of Edward's sacred
blood,/ One flourishing branch of his most royal root, / Is cracked, and all the precious liquor
spilt, / Is hacked down, and his summer leaves all faded / By Envy's hand and Murder's
bloody axe." (1.2.16-21); "The best way is to venge my Gloucester's death." (2. 1. 36) Richard II
M6 D5IHIET N CTForker fiiv The Arden Shakespeareil & %,

7 "0, sit my husband's wrongs on Hereford's spear, / That it may enter butcher Mowbray's
breast!" (1. 2. 47-48)

8 "The hopeless word of 'mever to return' / Breathe I against thee, upon pain of life." (1. 3.

152-53)
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9 Richard: "What comfort, man? How is't with aged Gaunt?" (2. 1. 72); Gaunt: "Gaunt am I for
the grave, gaunt as a grave, / Whose hollow womb inherits naught but bones." (2. 1. 82-83) ;
Richard: "Can sick men play so nicely with their names?" (2. 1. 84)

0 King Richard: "Barkloughly Castle call they this at hand?' (3. 2. 1); Aumerle: "Yea, my lord.
How brooks your grace the air / After your late tossing on the breaking seas?" (3. 2. 2-3).
20014FAEETIEA 7 ) v 7 (KOE EHIBRE e,
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1 "Up cousin, up. Your heart is up, I know, [Raises Bolingbroke.] / Thus high at least,
[Indicates crown.] although your knee be low." (3. 3. 194-95)
12 "My gracious lord, T come but for mine own." (3. 3. 196)
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13 "And shall the figure of God's majesty, / His captain, steward, deputy elect, / Anointed,
crowned, planted many years, / Be judged by subject and inferior breath, / And he himself not
present?” (4. 1. 126-30)

14 "Not all the water in the rough rude sea / Can wash the balm from an anointed king. / The
breath of worldly men cannot depose / The deputy elected by the Lord." (3. 2. 50-53)

15 "Here, cousin, seize the crown." (4. 1. 182)
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16 "Now, mark me how I will undo myself: / I give this heavy weight from off my head, [Gives
crown to Bolingbroke.] /' And this unwieldy sceptre from my hand, [Takes up sceptre and gives
it to Bolingbroke.] / The pride of kingly sway from out my heart; / With mine own tears I
wash away my balm, / With mine own hands I give away my crown, / With mine own tongue
deny my sacred state, / With mine own breath release all duteous oaths. / All pomp and
majesty I do forswear; / My manors, rents, revenues I forgo; / My acts, decrees and statues
I deny. /.... 'God save King Henry', unkinged Richard says, / 'And send him many years of
sunshine days!™ (4. 1. 203-21) 20014EAHETIEA 7Y v 7 {ROEH S FHIBR S e,

17 "0, that I were a mockery king of snow, / Standing before the sun of Bolingbroke, / To
melt myself away in water-drops!" (4. 1. 260-12)
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18 "Didst thou not mark the King, what words he spake: / 'Have I no friend will rid me of this
living fear?' / Was it not so?" (5. 4. 1-3)

19 "T thank thee not, for thou hast wrought / A deed of slander with thy fatal hand / Upon
my head and all this famous land." (5. 6. 34-36)
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2 "They love not poison that do poison need; / Nor do I thee. Though I did wish him dead, /
I hate the murderer, love him murdered." (5. 6. 38-40)

21 "Lords, I protest, my soul is full of woe / That blood should sprinkle me to make me grow.
/ Come, mourn with me for what I do lament / And put on sullen black incontinent. / Tl
make a voyage to the Holy Land / To wash this blood off from my guilty hand." (5. 6. 45-50)
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2 "For God's sake let us sit upon the ground / And tell sad stories of the death of kings—
/ How some have been deposed, some slain in war, / Some haunted by the ghosts they have
deposed, / Some poisoned by their wives, some sleeping killed—/ All murdered. / For within
the hollow crown / That rounds the mortal temples of a king / Keeps Death his court; and
there the antic sits, /.... Bores through his castle wall, and farewell, king!" (3. 2. 155-71) 2001
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Abstract

Staging Shakespeare for Children:
Seisuke Yamasaki's 2001 Production of King Richard II

Ersuko Furanor:

This paper offers a descriptive and analytical account of Seisuke Yamasaki's
2001 production of King Richard II that focuses on textual editing and staging
choices. Particular attention is paid to the ways in which the play was recreated
for a young audience. The account of this production is mainly based on the
author's memory with an insight into Yamasaki's dramaturgy given by her
personal interview with him. In addition, a video recording of a performance of the
production was used to integrate the author's recollections of some scenes.

Yamasaki made many alterations to the play. For example, he rearranged the
order of the scenes of the first act so as to make the flow of events clearer. He
also made a considerable number of line cuts and omission of characters to stress
the actual progress of events in the play, thereby shortening the playing time.
Finally, he introduced modern humor, idioms, and new episodes designed to appeal
to family audiences. This paper argues that Yamasaki's alterations were invariably
fitting and did not fundamentally distort the original.

An articulate and vibrant delivery by the actors was another forte of the
production. The result was strikingly Elizabethan because it depended almost
exclusively on actors' bodies and voices for the dramatic effect. The production
conveyed so much of the play to its young audiences that it must be considered an

important chapter in the stage history of Shakespeare's history plays in Japan.
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