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Embroidery textiles found in the area of Ryukyu:
embroidered costume of Nakamura family

Takako Terada

The southwest islands of Japan that we call Okinawa today were once called Ryukyu. The Ryukyu kingdom
was an independent kingdom from the 15th century to the 19th century, played a central role in the maritime
trade networks of medieval China, Korea, Japan and Southeast Asia, and had a unique culture its own.

This research has been carried out for the purpose of clarifying a characteristic of embroidered costume

which remained in Nakamura family in the northern part of Okinawa Island.
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