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Abstract
This paper, based on data collected through participant observation, clarifies the differences between
children’s rule acquisition and respect for rules when they play in groups by themselves and when adults
intervene in the scene. The framework developed under the guidance of the nursery teacher was found to be
effective for achieving collective goals. On the contrary, in the free-play scenario, order was maintained under
autonomous morality, albeit temporary, in the form of rules created on the spot and compliance with them.
Thus, it was found that making rules and sharing in play can be related to the socio-emotional skills of
sociality, which supports “collaboration with others,” and flexibility, which is characterized by “control of

emotions”.
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