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Tracing the origin of Romantic Love Ideology in Sonezakisinju.
Yukiko Tsuneyoshi

Abstract

“Sonezaki sinju”was a kind of epoch-making master piece in Japanese history of plays. It is on a incident,
Double Suicide of Lovers. This Theme of plays was popular between Kabuki creators and Kabuki funs. But
after Sonezaki sinju, It became overwhelmingly popular in Total Japanese Plays, Kabuki and Bunraku(the
Puppet plays).

In this essay, | tried to make it clear that the Romantic-Love-ldeology of Sonezaki sinju came only from the
incident concerned itself, and its stunning reputation. Nothing came from the Kabuki career of Chikamatsu, or
his own conviction. It can be proved by examination of contents of the Kabuki Play “Karasaki Hakkei
byoubu”. We can see the contents from the Picture Book of this Kabuki Play. This tells us that Chikamatsu
Monzaemon was not a simple Believer of True Love.
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