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Appropriately Dealing with the Bullying Issue in Schools:
Possibility of Educational Guidance Practice Based on the Philosophy of Restorative Justice

Kumiko TABUCHI

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to consider how school communities should deal appropriately with school
bullying issues. Appropriately dealing means that parties resolve conflicts with the dispute settlement process,
victims are healed, and offenders genuinely apologize.

In this paper, I have focused on the theory and practice of restorative justice. Therefore, it is important to
develop the concept of restorative accommodation for school bullying. Several restorative cases were
obtained from Japan’s educational guidance practice. The “Seikatsu Tsuzurikata” and the “Gakkyu Shudan
Zukuri” cases are some examples, they based on the philosophical construct for restoring personal
relationship. Some cases addressing school bullying problems indicate that if teachers could facilitate

mediation.
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