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Between Fictionality and Reality:

What Remains the Same in Haruki Murakami's "Birthday Girl"

Furuie Toshiaki

Abstracts:
People live in between various fictitiousness and reality. They find meaning in being in the here and now, and
in this way they maintain their identity. While rewriting the memory of her twentieth birthday, "she" is creating
her own story that continues to the present. There are many gaps and frayed edges. Whatever the path, the
essence of who she is will probably remain the same. It can be said that "Birthday Girl" is a novel that depicts
this in a somewhat fantastical scene of an event on a 20th birthday.
The store where "she" works may change with the times and circumstances, but the essence of the store remains

the same, and therefore, it continues to be there. The theme of the novel, "constancy," is implied in this image.

Keywords: memory, time, fictionality, reality, immutability
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