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Changes in social attitudes towards drinking:
the appearance of discourse about the effect on the family.

Yukari Ishikawa

{Abstract>

The purpose of this paper is to trace the way in which with modernization
alcoholism is being treated as a family problem. It will make clear that the
construction of alcoholism as a family problem is related at a basic level with
not only the prohibition against females drinking, but also to the social exclusion
and construction of the gender system.

The first section outlines how excessive drinking has moved from being
considered a social disorder to being seen as a disease in previous western
research. The second section confirms the ineffectiveness of social control of
drinking, and the inevitable continuing struggle over alcoholism. The third
section shows that in spite of the paradigm change among professionals, when
considering the future effects on children growing up within an alcoholic family,
people still have a deep-rooted view of alcoholism as a moral problem. In the
forth section, it is argued that while on the one hand women keep away from
alcohol because of their role of responsibility within their family, especially
towards children, on the other hand this confirms the existence of the social

pressure that regards women in the role of helping the alcoholic family member.
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