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On “Tanba no Yosaku Matsuyono Komurobushi”
—a nest of Tales with popular songs and a travelling board game—

Tsuneyoshi Yukiko

Chikamatsu’s “Tanba no Yosaku......”(1708.01) can’t be thought of highly, but, partially popular and
sometimes performed nowadays. It had been failing made much of, mainly because of happy ending. I tried
here to find this play can be rerated with “Shinju Kasane Idutsu”(1707.11-12) which performed just before
“Tanba no Yosaku......” and these two plays are related and important each other. In conclusion, “Tanba no
Yosaku......” includes “Shinju Kasane Idutsu” although the former is an happy-ending comedy , the latter is a
most miserable tragedy. “Shinju Kasane Idutsu” shows good and kind people (ex. hero’s wife sister brother ,
and heroin's boss) straggling to save them from tragedy. But all their efforts had turned in vain because youth
and foolishness of heroes. It's unhappy and painful but this is a kind of formula for making plays in those
days. People were familiar with that kind of plays . But it doesn’t suite for the plays for January including a
New Year's Day. So they exchanged it to “Tanba no Yosaku”, the happy comedy. I think Chikamatsu had been
highly proud of “Shinju Kasane Idutsu” as his own masterpiece. That's the reason this two plays made a nest

of tales.
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