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Coloring properties of the fabric dyed with Maya blue

Takako Terada

ABSTRACT: Maya blue is a pigment that was once used to decorate murals, pottery,
sculpture, and codices in Mesoamerica. The purpose of this study is clarify whether
Maya blue can be used for traditional stencil dyeing namely “Bingata” ([%) produced
in Okinawa, Japan. JIS multi-fiber test fabric was dyed with Maya blue using soybean
juice “Gojiru” (Z ¥1) as a binder, and quick and handy color fastness tests against
washing and sunlight were carried out in this research. As a result, it is suggested that
Maya blue can be used for “Bingata” dyeing, as the dyed test fabric showed excellent

characteristics of coloring and color fastness.
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